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Bengal keen
on solar,
thermal mix

Times News NETWORK

Kolkata: The Bengal go-
vernment wants to strike
an intricate balance bet-
ween solar and thermal
power, with the climate
crisis pushing for faster
and drastic transition to
renewable energy.

Solar for day time and
thermal, with a judicious
mix of battery storage, for
night might be a plausible
solution, experts said..

Additional chief se-
cretary, power, S Suresh
Kumar said: “Bengal is
blessed with natural reso-
urces like a number of co-
al mines. We don’t need to
carry coal more than 20-30
km for power genera-
tion.”

Solar power, however,
costs half or less compa-
red to thermal power sta-
tion of the same capacity,
and solar power generates
more jobs, he said at the
14th environment and
energy conclave of Beng-
al Chamber of Commerce
and Industries (BCC&I).
An increasingly alert con-
sumer will go for cheaper
energy like solar power,
hesaid

According to Kumar,
fear of job loss with the
transition from thermal
to solar was unfounded.

Fullreporton www.toi.in
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India, Australia investing heavily
to achieve energy targets

The diplomat said that the government of Australia is committed to technology
driven energy transition just like India and regular dialogues are held between

the two countries for energy storage systems, enerqy efficiencies and
renewable energy. :

PTI  August 28, 2021, 07:11 IST
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New Delhi: India and Australia are investing heavily to achieve energy targets,
Consul General of Australia Rowan Ainsworth said at an energy conclave.

Australia and India have similar goals in reducing emissions with wide adoption of
technologies, she said during the virtual conclave organised by Bengal Chamber
of Commerce and Industry on Thursday.

The diplomat said that the government of Australia is committed to technology
driven energy transition just like India and regular dialogues are held between the
two countries for energy storage systems, energy efficiencies and renewable

energy.
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"Australia's focus is on partnering with other countries to de-carbonize and ensure
our economies can work. Few key strengths of Australia's approach are discussed
like reducing emissions, using renewable, and finally cooperating with India," she
said..

Australia is proud to be a founding member of International Solar Alliance. India's
leadership in this important issue is appreciated for sustainable development and
energy security, she said adding India and Australia have also collaborated on
global minerals.

Turning to water security, she said it has become important due to the rising
population.

"Australia and India will also launch the Australia and India water dialogue and
bring water experts to the table," she added.

Suresh Kumar, the additional chief secretary to the department of power, West
Bengal, said the issue is decarbonization which is a global issue.

"Energy transition which was previously based on fossil fuels is going through a
change and now we're getting into more and more renewables all over the world.
West Bengal fortunately has always been very beneficial in terms of number of
coal mines. We also had a number of power stations and we did not have to
transport coal for more than 20 to 30 km," he added. -
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India, Australia investing heavily to achieve
energy targets

Synopsis
The diplomat said that the government of Australia is committed to technology driven energy transition just like India and regular
dialogues are held between the two countries for energy storage systems, energy efficiencies and renewable energy.

India and Australia are investing heavily to achieve energy targets, Consul

. General of Australia Rowan Ainsworth said at an energy conclave.
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TR TN The diplomat said that the government of Australia is committed to technology
Australia and India have similar goals in reducing
emissions with wide adoption of technologies, driven energy transition just like India and regular dialogues are held between the
she said during the virtual conclave organised by
Bengal Chamber of Commerce and Industryon two countries for energy storage systems, energy efficiencies and renewable

Thursday.
energy.

"Australia’s focus is on partnering with other countries to de-carbonize and ensure our economies can work. Few key
strengths of Australia's approach are discussed like reducing emissions, using renewable, and finally cooperating with
India," she said..

Australia is proud to be a founding member of International Solar Alliance. India's leadership in this important issue is
appreciated for sustainable development and energy security, she said adding India and Australia have also collaborated
on global minerals.

Turning to water security, she said it has become important due to the rising population.

"Australia and India will also launch the Australia and India water dialogue and bring water experts to the table," she
added.

Suresh Kumar, the additional chief secretary to the department of power, West Bengal, said the issue is decarbonization
which is a global issue.

"Energy transition which was previously based on fossil fuels is going through a change and now we're getting into more
and more renewables all over the world. West Bengal fortunately has always been very beneficial in terms of number of
coal mines. We also had a number of power stations and we did not have to transport coal for more than 20 to 30 km," he
added. -

The state had the advantage of having the best natural resources close to the power station. Even it is going through a
_transition now. "We understand that it's not feasible to run more and more thermal power stations. The gestation time of
a thermal power station is around three to five years, he added.



Acting British Deputy High Commissioner, Kolkata, Sophie Ross, US Consul General Melinda Pavek were among those
who attended the first session.
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India, Australia investing heavily to
achelve energy targets

India and Australia are investing heavily to achieve energy targets, Consul
General of Australia Rowan Ainsworth said at an energy
conclave.Australia and India have similar goals in reducing emissions with
wide adoption of technologies, she said during the virtual conclave
organised by Bengal Chamber of Commerce and Industy on Thursday.The
diplomat said that the government of Australia is committed to technology
driven energy transition just like India and regular dialogues are held
between the two countries for energy storage systems, energy efficiencies
and renewable energy.Australias focus is on partnering with other
countries to de-carbonize and ensure our economies can work.
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India and Al a are investing heavily to achieve energy targets,
Consul General of A lia Rowan Ainsworth said at an energy
conclave.

Australia and India have similar goals in reducing emissions with
wide adoptlon of technologles she said during the Vlrtual conclave
organised by Bengal Chamber of Commerce and [ y
Thursday.

The diplomat said that the government of A lia is committed to
technology driven energy transition just hke ndia and regular
dialogues are held between the two countries for energy storage
systems, energy efficiencies and renewable energy.

"Australia's focus is on partnering with other countries to de-
carbonize and ensure our economies can work. Few key strengths of
Australia's approach are discussed like reducing emissions, using
renewable, and finally cooperating with India," she said..

Australia is proud to be a founding member of International Solar
Alliance. India's leadership in this important issue is appreciated for
sustainable development and energy security, she said

adding India and Australia have also collaborated on global minerals.

Turning to water security, she said it has become important due to the
rising population.

"Australia and India will also launch the 2 lia and In
dialogue and brmg water experts to the table " she added.

Suresh Kumar the additional chief secretary to the department of
power, West Bengal, said the issue is decarbonization which is a
global issue.

"Energy transition which was previously based on fossil fuels is going
through a change and now we're getting into more and more
renewables all over the world. West Bengal fortunately has always
been very beneficial in terms of number of coal mines. We also had a




number of power stations and we did not have to transport coal for
more than 20 to 30 km," he added.

- The state had the advantage of having the best natural resources
close to the power station. Even it is going through a transition now.
"We understand that it's not feasible to run more and more thermal
power stations. The gestation time of a thermal power station is
around three to ﬁve years he added Actlng 1 Deputy ngh
Commlsswner ata, So ss, US Consul General M
Pavek were among those who attended the first session.

(This story has not been edited by Devdiscourse staff and is auto-
generated from a syndicated feed.)
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Experts laud state’s step to
introduce electric buses

Loz carbon commute transition of Kol tipped as one of world's 7 best climate projects

SHAHERYAR HOSSAIN

KOLKATA: Environmental experts
lauded the Bengal government’s initiative
of introducing eco-friendly electric buses
to bring down carbon emission.

“Bengal needs to be a player. Itis play-
ing an important role," said Manjeev Singh
Puri, who served on the Board of the Asia-
Pacific Partnership on Clean Development
and Climate and is on the Advisory Board
of The Energy Resources Institute, during
the two-day long 14th edition of Environ-
ment and Energy Conclave with theme
‘Journey Towards Net Zero' in the city.

The conclave was attended by Dr
Gianluca Rubagotti, Consul General,
Consulate General of Italy, Rowan Ain-
sworth, Consul General, Australian Con-

sulate General, Kolkata and Suresh Kumar,
Additional Chief Secretary, Department of
Power, government of West Bengal.

The low carbon commute transition
of Kolkata with planned introduction of
5,000 e-buses and electrification of all fer-
ries that run across the Ganges by 2030
won the world’s seven best climate projects.

In October 2019, Kolkata had won
prestigious C40 awards for city’s green
mobility at C40 World Mayor Summit,

“Australia and India have similar goals
in reducing emissions with wide adoption
of technologies. Australias focus is on part-
nering with other countries to decarbonise
and ensure our economies can work,” said
Ainsworth,

She reiterated that on clean hydrogen,
India shares this focus with the national
hydrogen mission and Australia has the
National Hydrogen Strategy. Discussions
of collaboration in this area with India are
on. “Australian government is committed
to technology driven energy transition just
like India, Dialogues are held between the
two countries for energy storage systems,
energy efficiencies and renewable energy.
Australia is proud to be a founding mem-
ber of the International Solar Alliance,”
she pointed out.




